
Municipal Building 
       1200 Mountain Avenue 
 
       August 6, 2009 
 
An Emergency meeting of the Mayor and Council was held at the Middlesex Public 
Library on the above date commencing at 7:00 p.m.      
            
          
Mayor    John Fuhrmann    
Council President:  Bob Schueler    

Michael Class  (absent)   
Debra DeVuyst    

    Bob Edwards  
    Bob Gorr    
    Michael Venuto        
        
Attorney:   Edward Johnson (absent)   
______________________________________________________________________ 
Mayor Fuhrmann opened the Emergency Meeting to discuss a sewer issue and take 
possible action with the residents of Middlesex (in particular) Chestnut Street. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
The Mayor read the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION #178-09 
 
WHEREAS, this emergency meeting has been called for the following purpose: To 
discuss a sewer issue and take possible action with the residents of Middlesex (in 
particular) Chestnut Street; and 
 
WHEREAS, the normal requirements of the law regarding 48 hours notice have not 
been met due to lack of time and subject matter, however notices of this Emergency 
Meeting were faxed to the Courier News, Star Ledger, and Home News Tribune on 
Thursday, August 6, 2009, and 
 
WHEREAS, the nature of urgency and importance is due to sewer overflows resulting in 
potential water pollution and human exposure to pathogens. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Middlesex, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that there should be a vote on this 
Emergency Meeting of 3/4ths of the members of the Governing Body. 
 
Council President Schueler made a motion for approval, seconded by Councilwoman 
Venuto and carried by the following roll call vote:  Ayes:  Members  DeVuyst, Edwards,  
Gorr,  Schueler and Venuto.  Nos.:  None.  Abstain:  None. 
 
Jerry Sheehan, the Borough’s Licensed Sewage Collection System Operator 
gave an update regarding the progress of the Chestnut Street sewer issue.  The 
contractor removed his plates from the excavation.  The DPW then vacuumed 
the water from the excavation as the house that originally had the problem had 



standing water in its cleanout.  As there was access to the homes, dye testing 
was also conducted.  It was determined that only house #135-137 (a duplex 
home) was connected to the abandoned line.  The other houses were all 
connected to the operating line.  T&M was also at the site gathering survey 
information.  There preliminary data indicated that the elevation of the operating 
line is low enough to accept the connection from 135-137 Chestnut Street. 
 
Jerry Sheehan suggested that the following actions should be completed as soon 
as possible: 
 

1. Reconnect #135-137 to the operating line from their cleanout to the 
operating line. 

2. Plug and backfill the abandoned line where the homeowner’s contractor 
had cored a hole in the abandoned line. 

3. Excavate at the sinkhole and plug the abandoned line to prevent any 
further flow of water in the abandoned pipe. 

In the longer term, the borough should conduct an investigation to determine if 
this condition could exist on any other streets where there are abandoned sewer 
lines.   Mr. Sheehan also suggested the borough should write a letter to the water 
company informing them that their line was installed over an abandoned sewer 
and that the borough will not be responsible for the water line in the event of a 
collapse.    
 
Lisa Giacone, 121 Chestnut Street – stated that it has been 4 or 5 years where 
sinkhole took place.  She is worried about the pipe collapsing.  
 
John Ellery, Voorhees Avenue – noted that this is not the first time this issue has 
occurred.  It happened on Voorhees Ave. years ago.  
 
Cheryl Whalen, 135 Chestnut Street – questioned who is going to be 
responsible.  Mayor Fuhrmann stated that the council would discuss liability and 
cost at our executive session next Tuesday night.  After the executive meeting, 
we will let her know. 
 
Mrs. Whalen will submit a scenario of the last two weeks while Mrs. Giacone 
stated that she would provide the administrator with a copy of the state regulation 
as it pertains to sewer connection with the town. 
 
Steve Varrone, 141 Chestnut Street – has concerns with the water company pipe 
as they have been out there working on their pipe.  He questioned the stability of 
the pipe. 
 



Councilman Gorr made a motion to get the repair done as soon as possible and 
to have Administrator Dobies follow through with the purchasing agent to get a 
quote for the connection to the new pipe seconded by Councilman Edwards and 
carried by the following roll call vote.  Ayes:  Edwards, Gorr, Schueler, and 
Venuto.  Nos: None.  Abstain:  DeVuyst. 
  
Councilman Edwards questioned the Mayor on how soon this will be remediated.  
The Mayor indicated that he is waiting on a report from T&M which will help with 
a plan of action.  Councilman Edwards reminded the resident on 135-137 
Chestnut to call 911 and police will contact the sewer department if they have 
any problems or questions. 
 
Councilman Venuto stated that he would like to see us rip up the road and rip out 
the pipe with cooperation from the water company.  As he sees it, we have two 
issues (1) connect to new pipe, and (2) completion of street. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned by 
Councilman Edwards seconded by Councilman Venuto and carried by 
unanimous vote of Council. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kathleen Anello, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 


